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Jan. 19 Can nothing be done about these ridiculous first-
Thursday. night scenes after the fall of the curtain ? At the
Shaftesbury to-night, after a tepid thriller, there
appeared from nowhere a tall, thin gentleman, followed by a
short, round gentleman, followed by a large, beaming gentle-
man who proceeded to kiss everybody's hand. None of these
had been called for by the audience, which had not the vaguest
notion who any of them was. The result of all this fuss is the
elaborate destruction of whatever has been achieved. How
tolerate a stammering mooncalf whose trousers are as much
too short as his acts have been too long ? Why must Joan
descend from her pyre to tell us that our reception has made
her feel hot all over ?
I think perhaps I should allow playwrights to apologise,
and here is a speech which might serve as model:
Ladies and Gentlemen: Whilst thanking you for the
magnificent reception you have given my play, I can only
express astonishment that you should not have hissed it.
Had you the brains to perceive it, you would know that my
piece is impudently bad from start to finish; indeed, I
have never known a more talentless piece of hack-work
offered to an uncritical public. It is only because managers
realise your lack of critical faculty that this worthless rub-
bish has been placed before you, in the belief that your
colossal ignorance and obscene stupidity will make it the
usual phenomenal success. Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf
of the company, I thank you.
Jan. 20   Musical criticism as it is written to-day:
Friday.
The gentleman in Strauss's Death and Transfiguration
was like Charles I [sic'] in that he took an unconscionable
time a-dying. Not even Bruno Walter's transfiguring
genius last night could remove the odour of corruption from
this nasty necrophilous music.
S. F., in the " Daily Herald "
Jan. 21       The remodelled  Paprika,  now  called   Magyar
Saturday.   Melody, began again last night. Plus fa change ...
I cannot conceive what Offenbach, Meilhac and
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